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If you missed our State Convention in Chattanooga, June 8-10, you missed a fun time.   Business meetings, 
workshops, informative and entertaining speakers, good food, cruising on the Tennessee River.  During the 
weekend, various members and Locals were recognized for their achievements throughout the year.  I would 
once again like to recognize each of them and congratulate everyone for an excellent job and thank them for 
their dedication to the Federation.  And special recognition was given to Nannie Mae Eacchus for 74 years as a 
BPW member!! Congratulations, Nannie Mae, keep up the good work!  I would also like to recognize Laurel 
Bowen for her generous $2600 contribution to Foundation.  We did not receive the report from BPW/USA in time 
to recognize her at Convention, but she was recognized in Dallas.  Thanks so much, Laurel! 
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Well, we’ve begun the new year, and I hope that everyone has entered it with high 
hopes for a successful year for your Local Organization.  I also hope that you have 
big dreams for yourself -- both personally and professionally.  As far as BPW is 
concerned, we had a wonderful 2005-2006 term – it seems like we had our fingers 
in a lot of pies, thanks to the efforts of all our wonderful members.  I am proud of 
everyone for pulling together.  I am also confident that we will have another 
successful year ahead of us.  I am once again asking all of you for your support in 
making our state Federation as strong as we know it can be and one that we can be 
proud of—one that will benefit the women of the community and fulfill the objectives 
of BPW/USA and BPW/TN and your Local Organization. I challenge each Local to 
implement a new BPW program—one you have not attempted before.  It’s good to 
broaden your horizons.  Remember my theme – “BPW..where dreams take flight.”  
Let your dreams soar with BPW! Thank you all. 
Best Wishes, Gail  
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Nine members of BPW/TN traveled to Dallas, TX July 17-22 for the Annual BPW/USA Conference. Those 
attending were Gail Humphrey, Sharon Taylor, Carol Turpen, Mary Scott, Beth Bates, Patricia Westbrook, 
Patricia Thompson, Joyce Brokaw and Julie Phillips.  During the 4-day event, the members attended meetings 
and voted on matters that affect the governing of the Organization on all levels.  They also participated in 
programs and workshops designed to provide personal and professional development.  The members had the 
pleasure of meeting author and television star, Judge Glenda A. Hatchett, from Atlanta, who was the keynote 
speaker for the event.  Judge Hatchett is a juvenile court judge and an inspiration for all parents of today’s 
rowdy youths.  She wrote the book, “Say What You Mean and Mean What You Say.”  Throughout the event, 
awards were given out in various categories.  Awards received by Tennessee included:  

�  Membership  – Zee Zulfurat, Hardeman Co., Plus 5 Recruiter; Janet McCormick, Heart of Tennessee, 
Plus 10 Recruiter.   

�  Foundation  – Received Silver Award, based upon contributions of $10.-$24.99 per capita.  Nike Award 
for an increase of contributions by 25% Individual Recognition for contributions to Ann, Beth, Gerry and 
Laurel.   

�  Issues Management  – Benton Co. received 3rd place for their entry on the Reality Store.  10 Steps – 
Jackson BPW placed in the top 10 range with 4,712 points for their scrapbook entry of the 
accomplishments throughout the year.   

�  Special surprises  – Mary Scott won a book entitled “What Women Really Want”; Sharon Taylor won a 
book entitled “The Caring Heart” by Arlene Stepputal, who presented one of the workshops, and the 
biggest surprise..Gail Humphrey won a trip for two on AA and 5 nights at her choice of Wyndhams for 
participating in a scavenger hunt.  All in all, it was a very fun, exciting and informative trip.  Make plans 
to join the crowd as we travel to Reno, NV next July. 

 
Greater Nashville President, Jackie Morgan, made the Federation proud as she represented Tennessee in the 
Individual Development program.  I would like to share the card she sent to the Federation:   
“Dear Tennessee BPW members, I want to thank you for providing me with the funds to attend the 2006 BPW 
National Conference and represent Tennessee as the Young Careerist.  This was a fantastic learning, growth 
and development opportunity.  I am excited to have had this chance and look forward to expanding the YC 
program in Tennessee—this is a fabulous program for young women!  Again, thank you for your support and I 
look forward to seeing you all at future BPW events”.  Jackie Morgan, 2006 Tennessee Young Careerist, 
Greater Nashville BPW. 
 
There you go…a real live testimonial to the benefits of the wonderful Young Careerist program.  I hope that your 
Local will consider sponsoring a young lady as a Young Careerist at the State Convention in June.  If you are 
not familiar with the program, contact our Chairperson, Lori Nunnery.  I’m sure she will be delighted to tell you all 
about it. 
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On July 27, Governor Phil Bredesen announced the appointment of Sandra Bennett to serve on Tennessee’s 
Economic Council on Women, which supports solutions for encouraging economic autonomy and success 
among women in the state.  Sandra, who is a member of Heart of Tennessee BPW, is appointed to serve an 
unexpired six-year term.  Governor Bredesen said, “Today, we’re equally lucky to have women who are leading 
us in government, education, business and family life.  The Tennessee Economic Council on Women does 
important work to help the women of our state make the fullest contributions they can to our society, and I’m 
confident that Sandra Bennett’s service will help enhance this mission.” 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the TN Economic Council on Women, make plans to attend their 
third annual Economic Summit for Women.  It will be held October 23 at Marriott Nashville Airport Hotel from 
7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.  Informative workshops, lectures, and lunch!  For further information and a registration 
form, visit their website at www.tnwomensummit.org.  BPW members have participated in the past and we look 
forward to a continued partnership with this wonderful Organization. 
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 The "Health Insurance Continuance " bill, which was spearheaded by Patricia Thompson of East Memphis BPW, has been 
a legislative focus for TNBPW for several years.  An amended version of the original legislation was passed this year, giving 

us a good "first step" in securing health insurance coverage for citizens of 
Tennessee who have lost the group insurance benefits they received from 
their spouse’s employer when a divorce or separation occurs.  
 

The amended legislation requires every insured or policy holder of a group 
policy of accident and sickness insurance sold in this state to provide at least 
30 days' notice prior to termination of coverage of a spouse under this policy 
when a divorce, legal separation, or other separation has been filed or has 
become final. The notice must be in writing and sent via certified mail to the 
last known address of the spouse. This legislation also requires an employer 
to include a notice of these provisions in the plan summary for any group 
policy of accident and sickness insurance offered to employees. The attorney 
for the insured in any divorce action must advise the insured or policyholder 

of the obligation imposed by this amendment. The administrative office of the courts would develop a model notice to reflect 
these provisions. A second amendment provides that if, before entering an order or decree of divorce, “the court determines 
that the notification process has not been followed, then the court shall consider requiring the insured or covered individual 
to provide a health care insurance policy for the former spouse”.  Patricia reminds us that BPW must continue to actively 
work for affordable health coverage with our legislators. 
 
On July 21st, Governor Phil Bredesen signed this legislation into law, and the law will become effective as of January 1, �
2007.  On hand at the signing were Cindy Burkitt, Tiffany Striepling and Sandra Bennett, all of Heart of Tennessee BPW�
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To:  State Officers, Regional Directors, District Directors, State Committee Chairs, Local  Organization Presidents, Immediate Past State 
President, Bylaws Chair and Publication Editor 
  
By authority vested in me as President of the Tennessee Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., and pursuant to 
vote of members of the Board of Directors, a meeting of the Executive Committee and the Board of Directors is hereby called for Friday, 
November 3, 2006, and Saturday, November 4, 2006.  All activities are scheduled at the Radisson Hotel at Opry Mills, in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
 
The following items of business will be presented for consideration and action: 
 

�  Consideration of matters from the 2006 BPW/USA National Conference requiring action by the Tennessee Federation. 
�  Reports and recommendations from State Officers, Committee Chairs, Local Organization Presidents, Regional Directors and 

District Directors. 
�  Approval of appointment of additional committee members (executive committee only). 
�  Election of nominating committee for 2007-2008 nominations. 
�  Such other business as may properly come before the meeting to promote the work and effectiveness of the Tennessee 

Federation. 
�  The executive committee will meet on Friday, November 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.  (Committee chairs having recommendations 

are invited to attend this meeting to present their recommendations in writing.) 
�  The Board of Directors will convene at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, November 4, 2006.  Thereafter, all meeting and functions will 

follow the official program, as adopted. 
�  All members of Local Organizations may attend meetings of the Board of Directors and may discuss matters presented for 

action.  However, the making of motions and voting are limited to the Board of Directors. 
 

Registration fee of $28.00 applies only to those who pre-register on or before October 27, 2006.  The registration fee after that time 
shall be $33.00.  A request for refund of paid pre-registration and stated meals may be approved only if made in writing to the 
President and the Interim Board Chair by the person requesting refund, received no later than 72 hours prior to the first business 
meeting.  Half of only the registration fee will be approved only if made in writing to the State President and received no later than 
24 hours prior to the first business meeting.  Registration fees are not transferable from one member to another unless the transfer 
occurs between members of the same Local Organization.  Transfers within a Local Organization will be allowed without prior 
approval of the State President. 

Mary Scott, Corresponding Secretary                                                                                                                    Gail Humphrey, President 



TENNESSEE FEDERATION OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN�
INTERIM BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING�

NOVEMBER 4, 2006�
 �
Radisson Hotel Opryland                                                Mail registration to:�
2401 Music Valley Drive                                                 Lara Lane�
Nashville, TN 37214                                                      4202 A Colorado Avenue�
615-889-0800                                                                Nashville, TN 37209�
                                                                                       615-519-0188�
 �
Make checks payable to: BPW/TN Interim Board�
 �
Name: __________________________________________________________________�
�Address: ________________________________________________________________�
�City and Zip: _____________________________________________________________�
�Local Organization: __________________________ Membership Number: __________�
 �
___ I am a first-timer to a BPW/TN Interim Board         I AM REGISTERING AS:�
�                                                                                      VOTING: 
Please check the functions you plan to attend: _____State Officer   
On or before 10/27/06        After 10/28/06   _____Regional Director 
                                                                                    ____District Director�
Registration Fee  $28.00____  $33.00 _____             ____Standing Committee Chair�
                                                                                    ____Immediate Past State President�
Saturday Lunch   $20.00____   $25.00_____             ____LO President�

                                                                                                ____LO Representative�
             TOTAL              $48.00____   $53.00______          ____By Laws Chair�
�� � � � � �                         NON VOTING: 
District Directors                             ____Special Committee Chair 
DO NOT SEND REGISTRATION FEE                             ____Publication Editor 
State Officers, Regional Directors, Parliamentarian, and        ____Past State President                                
Standing Committee Chairs, Imm. Past State  Pres.                 ____Member�
DO  NOT SEND CHECK                                                       ____Guest 
 �
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A block of rooms has been reserved for BPW at the Radisson Hotel Opryland for Friday night, November 3, 2006.  Cut-off date for reservations is 
October 20, 2006.  The rate for rooms reserved prior to the cut-off is $82.00 for a Single or Double bedroom, $92.00 for a Triple occupancy bedroom and 
$102.00 for a Quadruple (does not include tax).  Requests after the cut-off date are subject to availability and rates higher than the group rate may apply.   
Each room does offer a radio, ironing board, coffee maker and Applebee's room service.  The Hotel has an indoor pool, whirlpool sauna, shuttle service to 
Oprymills and Opryland Hotel. For reservations, please call the Radisson Hotel Opryland at 1-800-333-3333 and identify yourself as a member of BPW 
(even if it's after the cut-off date).  Please identify any special needs at the time of reservation. 
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Please place an X beside the 
primary office for which you are 
registering.  Mark all others that 
apply with a check mark [Ö]. 
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Cumberland Co. Political Rally - The Cumberland County BPW club recently sponsored an old fashioned non-
partisan political rally and "Meet the Candidate" picnic on July 22.  The event was used as both a fundraiser and 
as an opportunity for the community to hear a presentation by all the candidates running for office in the local 
and state-wide elections.  Every candidate, or their representative, was given two minutes to present their 

appeal to vote for them.  The public was invited and a barbecue dinner was 
available to purchase.  Everyone enjoyed the evening; Mother Nature 
cooperated by having beautiful weather, and a good time was had by all. 
By:  Terri Curran 
 
Benton Co. BPW Supports Relay For Life  - On July 21st, 2006, Benton 
Co. BPW participated in the 11th Annual Relay for Life in Camden, TN.  It 
was a wonderful event and BPW was well represented during the activities.        
Local member Laurie Pierce was the overall Chair for the event.  BPW/TN 
Treasurer Rhonda Griffith was the Treasurer for the event.  LO President 
and BPW/TN Membership Chair Michele Wright was the Public Relations 
Chair.  Local member Virginia Stigall was Memorial Chair.  The theme this 
year was “A Red Carpet Cure, A Cure at the Movies.”  Benton Co. BPW 

chose “Blue Hawaii” as our movie theme for our campsite.  Local member Kathryn Montgomery’s son dressed 
up as Elvis and we offered pictures.  Local member Kris Craven and her wonderful husband Joe brought their 
projector and we offered movies to the children.  We also sold purple Relay for Life car magnets, glow in the 
dark bracelets and tattoos.  All proceeds went to the Relay.  Despite being rained out (for the second year in a 
row) the event was a success.  The total raised overall was close to $75,000.  A want to give a special THANK 
YOU to all of Benton Co’s members for the hard work and dedication.    By:  Michele Wright 
 
Notes from McKenzie BPW  - The McKenzie BPW is gearing up into full action for a year of mentoring to the 
young women in our community.  We are using every avenue we can to get the word out about our local.  
Whether it is by newspaper, flyers, radio or television – we ARE going to get the word out about BPW.  We have 
tried to get an article in the paper almost every week if possible; if not we make a goal of every two weeks.  We 
have also started a new program in our local called “Mentor of the Month”.  Each month we are focusing on two 
of our members in our local and writing an article about them to publish in the local paper.  We have each 
member fill out a sheet stating what some of their major goals have been, what have they accomplished, what 
advice would they give to young women, etc.  

One of the main resources in our community is our local library, which the McKenzie BPW is proud to 
be a sponsor of.  We have partnered with one of the local sororities and we will be having a BBQ dinner on 
September 12, 2006, and all of the proceeds will benefit the library.  If you are going to be in or around the 
McKenzie area on that day, please let us know ahead of time so we can get you a ticket for lunch. 

We are also getting ready to make plans for our annual fun night held during Business Women’s Week.  
We normally have a potluck dinner that night and a big silent auction, where every member brings several items 
to be bid on.  You need to make plans to attend our annual fun night – otherwise you’ll miss out on some great 
deals at the silent auction!!  We have several events planned for that week, if you would like to know what all we 
are doing give us a call or email our local president, Kathy Sacks at sacksk@bethel-college.edu  and we will be 
glad to get you a schedule of our plans. 

We would like for everyone to keep one of our members and her family in prayer, Peggy Bostian.  She 
has been a member of McKenzie BPW for many years and recently she has been moved to Memphis to live 
with her son due to her battle with cancer.  Peggy has been a very active member in our local and just two years 
ago she had to begin dealing and coping with her husband showing the beginning signs of Alzheimer’s disease.  
Peggy, a retired nurse, took care of her husband as long as she was able and he is now in a nursing home in 
Memphis, near their son’s home, so that Peggy can be close to him.  For those of you who have never met 
Peggy, she is a unique individual; I don’t recall ever hearing her complain about not feeling well.  She has 
always carried on despite any health issues.   As I asked before, please keep Peggy and her family in your 
prayers.   
 Finally, if you are ever in the McKenzie area we encourage you to stop by and join us for one of our 
meetings. We meet on the fourth Thursday of every month at 6:30 pm.  The location of our meetings changes 
from month to month.  So if you can attend, please call either Kathy Sacks at 731-352-2070 or Kathy Hull at 
731-352-5552.  By:  Dawn Sacks Duke 
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START A WAGE CLUB -  Your Local Organization is invited to start a  WAGE Club.  A  WAGE Club is a small group of 
women that meet regularly and have a series of discussions and strategy sessions to discuss money, negotiations, skills and 
what to do if they are being paid unfairly.    It is a great opportunity to organize a nationwide movement of women who will be 
able to stand up for themselves in their workplaces, negotiate better salaries, handle their finances better and know what to 
do if they are being paid unfairly.  You determine when and where you meet and the subjects you discuss, but BPW/USA will 
provide you with all the information you need to start one and keep it going.  For further information, visit BPW/USA, Policies, 
Equal Pay Day, WAGE Club. 
�
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I am totally excited and honored to have the opportunity to serve you as the TN Federation President Elect. 
 Since being installed in June, I have attended National Conference and several District Meetings.  I am 
currently working diligently, talking to members about their involvement in BPW and their intent to serve the 
Federation for the upcoming year.  If you have not had the chance to return your intent to serve form to me, 
please feel free to give me a call at 615-319-6531 or email    SharonLyrae@aol.com          

I have commitments for all the committee chairs and I am presently working on filling each committee with a 
member from each region.  If you would like to serve in some capacity, please give me a call; or if you wait, I will 
call on you.  BPW has many talented members who need to challenge themselves to grow.  If you have a 
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special interest, join a committee this year and let yourself grow: next year you might volunteer for the chair 
position.  But you will never know if you do not take the first step.  The State officers, Past State Presidents, and 
all Members are here to mentor you along the way.  These are resources that are available to you in your 
venture to grow with BPW.   

I look forward to a great year serving with Madam President Gail and gathering information from you, the 
members, to help prepare me for my term as President.  Thank you for all of your support and I look forward to 
serving you. 

Sharon Taylor 
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September 15 – Deadline for submitting Local Organization Issues Management Outline to Carol Turpen 

October 15-21 National BusinessWomen’s Week 

November 3 – Executive Committee Meeting - 7:00 p.m. – Radisson, Opry Mills, Nashville 

November 4 – Interim Board of Directors Meeting – 9:00 a.m. – Radisson, Opry Mills, Nashville 

December 14 – Final Submission for 2nd Achiever Articles 

January 2, 2007 – Tentative mailing of 2nd Achiever 

February 8-10, 2007 – BPW/USA Policy & Action Conference – Washington, DC 

April 24, 2007 - Equal Pay Day  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
50 Bounty Lane 
Camden, TN  38320 
 
 
 
 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
If you don’t like what we did, tell us; 

If you like what we did, tell others. 


